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News Release

(HOLDREGE, Neb.) -- The Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District’s FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
board of directors approved a motion at Monday’s monthly meeting to enter into an March 4, 2013
agreement with an engineering firm to conduct the second phase of a study of the Contact: Jeff Buettner

“mound” of water beneath and adjacent to Central’s service area. Public Relations Coordinator

Office: (308) 995-8601
The study by EA Engineering, Science and Technology, Inc., is intended to produce a Cell: (308) 991-3228

better and broader understanding of the groundwater supply in the area that has E-mail: jbuettner@cnppid.com
developed because of operations of Central’s hydro-irrigation project; to provide an
understanding of the temporal and spatial changes in the mound; and to identify

factors affecting the mound.

“We have good data to feed into the study,” said Natural Resources Manager Mike
Drain. “We have been monitoring various aspects of the mound for many years,
including surface water deliveries, groundwater levels, drainage ditches, tile drains,
groundwater change maps produced by other entities and more. We have long
adhered to the saying, ‘If you can’t measure it, you can’t manage it,’ in regard to

water supplies.”

Drain said the study will provide greater focus on recent and ongoing changes that
affect the mound. Over the years, he said, on-farm conservation and improvements
in irrigation efficiency have resulted in a lower demand for water diversions into the
area. In addition, drought cycles and increased pumping are factors that also

influence the amount of available water in the mound.

The study will also produce more detailed and focused data on the mound than what
is currently available, particularly how the mound has reacted to various factors

that have become more prevalent since 2000.

“The study will better enable us to understand what’s taking place now, not just the
historical aspects of the mound. That helps lead to a broader understanding of our
water resources, which will improve project operations as well as integrated

management of those resources.”

The study’s scope will include compilation of existing data; an estimate of the
volume of water in the mound; an evaluation of the shape and movement of the
mound; a determination of sub-areas within the mound; and development of an

annual water balance.

“We have spent a lot of money over the years to improve the District’s facilities and
operations,” said Director Robert Garrett of Minden. “We need to protect the
economy of this area and the viability of our irrigators’ water supply and | think that

conducting this study is an important part of that effort.”
Also at Monday’s meeting:

-- The board approved a change to the Combining Accounts Policy that eliminated

the requirement that both accounts must be under the same tenant’s name.

-- The directors approved the expenditure of $200,000 to replace two 115-kV
breakers for switchyards at Supply Canal hydroplants. The board also approved the
purchase of remote station radios at a cost of $64,800 in conjunction with the

Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition system upgrade.

-- The board approved one -year water service transfers for 24,696 acres, part of
Central’s efforts to conserve water supplies in Lake McConaughy by allocating

irrigation deliveries in 2013.

-- The board passed a budget amendment to provide an additional $106,400 to cover
the costs of repairing the bypass valve at Kingsley Hydroplant. Engineering Services
Manager Eric Hixson reported that the additional expense was necessary because
there was more wear and tear on the valve than originally expected. The bypass
valve was originally designed to allow releases through the hydroplant when the
plant was not generating power, but has been used for many years to add oxygen to
the water in Lake Ogallala to meet water quality standards and benefit the trout

fishery.

-- The board voted to move the location of the March 22 committee-of-the-board
meeting to the Super 8 Motel in Holdrege. The committee meeting will begin at 9
a.m., and the Central District Water Users’ (the irrigation customers’ association)

annual meeting will begin at 12 noon in the same conference room.

-- The board approved, subject to legal review, a proposal to offer water conserved
as a result of a 1992 agreement with the Nebraska and National Wildlife Federations
to the Platte River Recovery Implementation Program. The offer satisfies an article
in Central’s Federal Energy Regulatory Commission license that requires Central to
offer to the program a volume of water identified as “net controllable conserved
water” that was achieved through efforts to reduce irrigation diversions into

Central’s system.

-- The board approved purchase of a sport utility vehicle and five pickups from
Janssen and Sons Ford of Holdrege; and 2 sedans, four pickups, and a used passenger
van from Platte Valley Auto of Lexington. The board also approved purchase of a 10-
yd. dump truck from Nebraska Truck & Equipment in Lexington, and a used

hydraulic excavator from Nebraska Machinery of Doniphan.

-- Civil engineer Cory Steinke reported that snowpack accumulation in the Upper
North Platte River Basin is currently 79 percent of normal, 66 percent in the Lower
North Platte Basin, and 73 percent in the South Platte Basin. Lake McConaughy is at
elevation 3241.2 feet and a volume of 1,113,800 acre-feet (64 percent of capacity).
Recent inflows have been about 1,000 cubic feet per second, or 86 percent of

normal.
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(HOLDREGE, Neb.) -- The Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District’s FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
board of directors approved a motion at Monday’s monthly meeting to enter into an March 4, 2013
agreement with an engineering firm to conduct the second phase of a study of the Contact: Jeff Buettner

“mound” of water beneath and adjacent to Central’s service area. Public Relations Coordinator

Office: (308) 995-8601
The study by EA Engineering, Science and Technology, Inc., is intended to produce a Cell: (308) 991-3228

better and broader understanding of the groundwater supply in the area that has E-mail: jbuettner@cnppid.com
developed because of operations of Central’s hydro-irrigation project; to provide an
understanding of the temporal and spatial changes in the mound; and to identify

factors affecting the mound.

“We have good data to feed into the study,” said Natural Resources Manager Mike
Drain. “We have been monitoring various aspects of the mound for many years,
including surface water deliveries, groundwater levels, drainage ditches, tile drains,
groundwater change maps produced by other entities and more. We have long
adhered to the saying, ‘If you can’t measure it, you can’t manage it,’ in regard to

water supplies.”

Drain said the study will provide greater focus on recent and ongoing changes that
affect the mound. Over the years, he said, on-farm conservation and improvements
in irrigation efficiency have resulted in a lower demand for water diversions into the
area. In addition, drought cycles and increased pumping are factors that also

influence the amount of available water in the mound.

The study will also produce more detailed and focused data on the mound than what
is currently available, particularly how the mound has reacted to various factors

that have become more prevalent since 2000.

“The study will better enable us to understand what’s taking place now, not just the
historical aspects of the mound. That helps lead to a broader understanding of our
water resources, which will improve project operations as well as integrated

management of those resources.”

The study’s scope will include compilation of existing data; an estimate of the
volume of water in the mound; an evaluation of the shape and movement of the
mound; a determination of sub-areas within the mound; and development of an

annual water balance.

“We have spent a lot of money over the years to improve the District’s facilities and
operations,” said Director Robert Garrett of Minden. “We need to protect the
economy of this area and the viability of our irrigators’ water supply and | think that

conducting this study is an important part of that effort.”
Also at Monday’s meeting:

-- The board approved a change to the Combining Accounts Policy that eliminated

the requirement that both accounts must be under the same tenant’s name.

-- The directors approved the expenditure of $200,000 to replace two 115-kV
breakers for switchyards at Supply Canal hydroplants. The board also approved the
purchase of remote station radios at a cost of $64,800 in conjunction with the

Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition system upgrade.

-- The board approved one -year water service transfers for 24,696 acres, part of
Central’s efforts to conserve water supplies in Lake McConaughy by allocating

irrigation deliveries in 2013.

-- The board passed a budget amendment to provide an additional $106,400 to cover
the costs of repairing the bypass valve at Kingsley Hydroplant. Engineering Services
Manager Eric Hixson reported that the additional expense was necessary because
there was more wear and tear on the valve than originally expected. The bypass
valve was originally designed to allow releases through the hydroplant when the
plant was not generating power, but has been used for many years to add oxygen to
the water in Lake Ogallala to meet water quality standards and benefit the trout

fishery.

-- The board voted to move the location of the March 22 committee-of-the-board
meeting to the Super 8 Motel in Holdrege. The committee meeting will begin at 9
a.m., and the Central District Water Users’ (the irrigation customers’ association)

annual meeting will begin at 12 noon in the same conference room.

-- The board approved, subject to legal review, a proposal to offer water conserved
as a result of a 1992 agreement with the Nebraska and National Wildlife Federations
to the Platte River Recovery Implementation Program. The offer satisfies an article
in Central’s Federal Energy Regulatory Commission license that requires Central to
offer to the program a volume of water identified as “net controllable conserved
water” that was achieved through efforts to reduce irrigation diversions into

Central’s system.

-- The board approved purchase of a sport utility vehicle and five pickups from
Janssen and Sons Ford of Holdrege; and 2 sedans, four pickups, and a used passenger
van from Platte Valley Auto of Lexington. The board also approved purchase of a 10-
yd. dump truck from Nebraska Truck & Equipment in Lexington, and a used

hydraulic excavator from Nebraska Machinery of Doniphan.

-- Civil engineer Cory Steinke reported that snowpack accumulation in the Upper
North Platte River Basin is currently 79 percent of normal, 66 percent in the Lower
North Platte Basin, and 73 percent in the South Platte Basin. Lake McConaughy is at
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volume of water in the mound; an evaluation of the shape and movement of the
mound; a determination of sub-areas within the mound; and development of an

annual water balance.

“We have spent a lot of money over the years to improve the District’s facilities and
operations,” said Director Robert Garrett of Minden. “We need to protect the
economy of this area and the viability of our irrigators’ water supply and | think that

conducting this study is an important part of that effort.”
Also at Monday’s meeting:

-- The board approved a change to the Combining Accounts Policy that eliminated

the requirement that both accounts must be under the same tenant’s name.

-- The directors approved the expenditure of $200,000 to replace two 115-kV
breakers for switchyards at Supply Canal hydroplants. The board also approved the
purchase of remote station radios at a cost of $64,800 in conjunction with the

Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition system upgrade.

-- The board approved one -year water service transfers for 24,696 acres, part of
Central’s efforts to conserve water supplies in Lake McConaughy by allocating

irrigation deliveries in 2013.

-- The board passed a budget amendment to provide an additional $106,400 to cover
the costs of repairing the bypass valve at Kingsley Hydroplant. Engineering Services
Manager Eric Hixson reported that the additional expense was necessary because
there was more wear and tear on the valve than originally expected. The bypass
valve was originally designed to allow releases through the hydroplant when the
plant was not generating power, but has been used for many years to add oxygen to
the water in Lake Ogallala to meet water quality standards and benefit the trout

fishery.

-- The board voted to move the location of the March 22 committee-of-the-board
meeting to the Super 8 Motel in Holdrege. The committee meeting will begin at 9
a.m., and the Central District Water Users’ (the irrigation customers’ association)

annual meeting will begin at 12 noon in the same conference room.

-- The board approved, subject to legal review, a proposal to offer water conserved
as a result of a 1992 agreement with the Nebraska and National Wildlife Federations
to the Platte River Recovery Implementation Program. The offer satisfies an article
in Central’s Federal Energy Regulatory Commission license that requires Central to
offer to the program a volume of water identified as “net controllable conserved
water” that was achieved through efforts to reduce irrigation diversions into

Central’s system.

-- The board approved purchase of a sport utility vehicle and five pickups from
Janssen and Sons Ford of Holdrege; and 2 sedans, four pickups, and a used passenger
van from Platte Valley Auto of Lexington. The board also approved purchase of a 10-
yd. dump truck from Nebraska Truck & Equipment in Lexington, and a used

hydraulic excavator from Nebraska Machinery of Doniphan.

-- Civil engineer Cory Steinke reported that snowpack accumulation in the Upper
North Platte River Basin is currently 79 percent of normal, 66 percent in the Lower
North Platte Basin, and 73 percent in the South Platte Basin. Lake McConaughy is at
elevation 3241.2 feet and a volume of 1,113,800 acre-feet (64 percent of capacity).
Recent inflows have been about 1,000 cubic feet per second, or 86 percent of

normal.
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adhered to the saying, ‘If you can’t measure it, you can’t manage it,’ in regard to

water supplies.”

Drain said the study will provide greater focus on recent and ongoing changes that
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understanding of the temporal and spatial changes in the mound; and to identify

factors affecting the mound.

“We have good data to feed into the study,” said Natural Resources Manager Mike
Drain. “We have been monitoring various aspects of the mound for many years,
including surface water deliveries, groundwater levels, drainage ditches, tile drains,
groundwater change maps produced by other entities and more. We have long
adhered to the saying, ‘If you can’t measure it, you can’t manage it,’ in regard to

water supplies.”

Drain said the study will provide greater focus on recent and ongoing changes that
affect the mound. Over the years, he said, on-farm conservation and improvements
in irrigation efficiency have resulted in a lower demand for water diversions into the
area. In addition, drought cycles and increased pumping are factors that also

influence the amount of available water in the mound.

The study will also produce more detailed and focused data on the mound than what
is currently available, particularly how the mound has reacted to various factors

that have become more prevalent since 2000.

“The study will better enable us to understand what’s taking place now, not just the
historical aspects of the mound. That helps lead to a broader understanding of our
water resources, which will improve project operations as well as integrated

management of those resources.”

The study’s scope will include compilation of existing data; an estimate of the
volume of water in the mound; an evaluation of the shape and movement of the
mound; a determination of sub-areas within the mound; and development of an

annual water balance.

“We have spent a lot of money over the years to improve the District’s facilities and
operations,” said Director Robert Garrett of Minden. “We need to protect the
economy of this area and the viability of our irrigators’ water supply and | think that

conducting this study is an important part of that effort.”
Also at Monday’s meeting:

-- The board approved a change to the Combining Accounts Policy that eliminated

the requirement that both accounts must be under the same tenant’s name.

-- The directors approved the expenditure of $200,000 to replace two 115-kV
breakers for switchyards at Supply Canal hydroplants. The board also approved the
purchase of remote station radios at a cost of $64,800 in conjunction with the

Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition system upgrade.

-- The board approved one -year water service transfers for 24,696 acres, part of
Central’s efforts to conserve water supplies in Lake McConaughy by allocating

irrigation deliveries in 2013.

-- The board passed a budget amendment to provide an additional $106,400 to cover
the costs of repairing the bypass valve at Kingsley Hydroplant. Engineering Services
Manager Eric Hixson reported that the additional expense was necessary because
there was more wear and tear on the valve than originally expected. The bypass
valve was originally designed to allow releases through the hydroplant when the
plant was not generating power, but has been used for many years to add oxygen to
the water in Lake Ogallala to meet water quality standards and benefit the trout

fishery.

-- The board voted to move the location of the March 22 committee-of-the-board
meeting to the Super 8 Motel in Holdrege. The committee meeting will begin at 9
a.m., and the Central District Water Users’ (the irrigation customers’ association)

annual meeting will begin at 12 noon in the same conference room.

-- The board approved, subject to legal review, a proposal to offer water conserved
as a result of a 1992 agreement with the Nebraska and National Wildlife Federations
to the Platte River Recovery Implementation Program. The offer satisfies an article
in Central’s Federal Energy Regulatory Commission license that requires Central to
offer to the program a volume of water identified as “net controllable conserved
water” that was achieved through efforts to reduce irrigation diversions into

Central’s system.

-- The board approved purchase of a sport utility vehicle and five pickups from
Janssen and Sons Ford of Holdrege; and 2 sedans, four pickups, and a used passenger
van from Platte Valley Auto of Lexington. The board also approved purchase of a 10-
yd. dump truck from Nebraska Truck & Equipment in Lexington, and a used

hydraulic excavator from Nebraska Machinery of Doniphan.

-- Civil engineer Cory Steinke reported that snowpack accumulation in the Upper
North Platte River Basin is currently 79 percent of normal, 66 percent in the Lower
North Platte Basin, and 73 percent in the South Platte Basin. Lake McConaughy is at
elevation 3241.2 feet and a volume of 1,113,800 acre-feet (64 percent of capacity).
Recent inflows have been about 1,000 cubic feet per second, or 86 percent of

normal.
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“mound” of water beneath and adjacent to Central’s service area. Public Relations Coordinator

Office: (308) 995-8601
The study by EA Engineering, Science and Technology, Inc., is intended to produce a Cell: (308) 991-3228

better and broader understanding of the groundwater supply in the area that has E-mail: jbuettner@cnppid.com
developed because of operations of Central’s hydro-irrigation project; to provide an
understanding of the temporal and spatial changes in the mound; and to identify

factors affecting the mound.

“We have good data to feed into the study,” said Natural Resources Manager Mike
Drain. “We have been monitoring various aspects of the mound for many years,
including surface water deliveries, groundwater levels, drainage ditches, tile drains,
groundwater change maps produced by other entities and more. We have long
adhered to the saying, ‘If you can’t measure it, you can’t manage it,’ in regard to

water supplies.”

Drain said the study will provide greater focus on recent and ongoing changes that
affect the mound. Over the years, he said, on-farm conservation and improvements
in irrigation efficiency have resulted in a lower demand for water diversions into the
area. In addition, drought cycles and increased pumping are factors that also

influence the amount of available water in the mound.

The study will also produce more detailed and focused data on the mound than what
is currently available, particularly how the mound has reacted to various factors

that have become more prevalent since 2000.

“The study will better enable us to understand what’s taking place now, not just the
historical aspects of the mound. That helps lead to a broader understanding of our
water resources, which will improve project operations as well as integrated

management of those resources.”

The study’s scope will include compilation of existing data; an estimate of the
volume of water in the mound; an evaluation of the shape and movement of the
mound; a determination of sub-areas within the mound; and development of an

annual water balance.

“We have spent a lot of money over the years to improve the District’s facilities and
operations,” said Director Robert Garrett of Minden. “We need to protect the
economy of this area and the viability of our irrigators’ water supply and | think that

conducting this study is an important part of that effort.”
Also at Monday’s meeting:

-- The board approved a change to the Combining Accounts Policy that eliminated

the requirement that both accounts must be under the same tenant’s name.

-- The directors approved the expenditure of $200,000 to replace two 115-kV
breakers for switchyards at Supply Canal hydroplants. The board also approved the
purchase of remote station radios at a cost of $64,800 in conjunction with the

Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition system upgrade.

-- The board approved one -year water service transfers for 24,696 acres, part of
Central’s efforts to conserve water supplies in Lake McConaughy by allocating

irrigation deliveries in 2013.

-- The board passed a budget amendment to provide an additional $106,400 to cover
the costs of repairing the bypass valve at Kingsley Hydroplant. Engineering Services
Manager Eric Hixson reported that the additional expense was necessary because
there was more wear and tear on the valve than originally expected. The bypass
valve was originally designed to allow releases through the hydroplant when the
plant was not generating power, but has been used for many years to add oxygen to
the water in Lake Ogallala to meet water quality standards and benefit the trout

fishery.

-- The board voted to move the location of the March 22 committee-of-the-board
meeting to the Super 8 Motel in Holdrege. The committee meeting will begin at 9
a.m., and the Central District Water Users’ (the irrigation customers’ association)

annual meeting will begin at 12 noon in the same conference room.

-- The board approved, subject to legal review, a proposal to offer water conserved
as a result of a 1992 agreement with the Nebraska and National Wildlife Federations
to the Platte River Recovery Implementation Program. The offer satisfies an article
in Central’s Federal Energy Regulatory Commission license that requires Central to
offer to the program a volume of water identified as “net controllable conserved
water” that was achieved through efforts to reduce irrigation diversions into

Central’s system.

-- The board approved purchase of a sport utility vehicle and five pickups from
Janssen and Sons Ford of Holdrege; and 2 sedans, four pickups, and a used passenger
van from Platte Valley Auto of Lexington. The board also approved purchase of a 10-
yd. dump truck from Nebraska Truck & Equipment in Lexington, and a used

hydraulic excavator from Nebraska Machinery of Doniphan.

-- Civil engineer Cory Steinke reported that snowpack accumulation in the Upper
North Platte River Basin is currently 79 percent of normal, 66 percent in the Lower
North Platte Basin, and 73 percent in the South Platte Basin. Lake McConaughy is at
elevation 3241.2 feet and a volume of 1,113,800 acre-feet (64 percent of capacity).
Recent inflows have been about 1,000 cubic feet per second, or 86 percent of

normal.
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developed because of operations of Central’s hydro-irrigation project; to provide an
understanding of the temporal and spatial changes in the mound; and to identify

factors affecting the mound.
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including surface water deliveries, groundwater levels, drainage ditches, tile drains,
groundwater change maps produced by other entities and more. We have long
adhered to the saying, ‘If you can’t measure it, you can’t manage it,’ in regard to

water supplies.”

Drain said the study will provide greater focus on recent and ongoing changes that
affect the mound. Over the years, he said, on-farm conservation and improvements
in irrigation efficiency have resulted in a lower demand for water diversions into the
area. In addition, drought cycles and increased pumping are factors that also

influence the amount of available water in the mound.

The study will also produce more detailed and focused data on the mound than what
is currently available, particularly how the mound has reacted to various factors

that have become more prevalent since 2000.

“The study will better enable us to understand what’s taking place now, not just the
historical aspects of the mound. That helps lead to a broader understanding of our
water resources, which will improve project operations as well as integrated

management of those resources.”

The study’s scope will include compilation of existing data; an estimate of the
volume of water in the mound; an evaluation of the shape and movement of the
mound; a determination of sub-areas within the mound; and development of an

annual water balance.

“We have spent a lot of money over the years to improve the District’s facilities and
operations,” said Director Robert Garrett of Minden. “We need to protect the
economy of this area and the viability of our irrigators’ water supply and | think that
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the costs of repairing the bypass valve at Kingsley Hydroplant. Engineering Services
Manager Eric Hixson reported that the additional expense was necessary because
there was more wear and tear on the valve than originally expected. The bypass
valve was originally designed to allow releases through the hydroplant when the
plant was not generating power, but has been used for many years to add oxygen to
the water in Lake Ogallala to meet water quality standards and benefit the trout

fishery.
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-- The board approved, subject to legal review, a proposal to offer water conserved
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yd. dump truck from Nebraska Truck & Equipment in Lexington, and a used

hydraulic excavator from Nebraska Machinery of Doniphan.
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valve was originally designed to allow releases through the hydroplant when the
plant was not generating power, but has been used for many years to add oxygen to
the water in Lake Ogallala to meet water quality standards and benefit the trout

fishery.

-- The board voted to move the location of the March 22 committee-of-the-board
meeting to the Super 8 Motel in Holdrege. The committee meeting will begin at 9
a.m., and the Central District Water Users’ (the irrigation customers’ association)

annual meeting will begin at 12 noon in the same conference room.

-- The board approved, subject to legal review, a proposal to offer water conserved
as a result of a 1992 agreement with the Nebraska and National Wildlife Federations
to the Platte River Recovery Implementation Program. The offer satisfies an article
in Central’s Federal Energy Regulatory Commission license that requires Central to
offer to the program a volume of water identified as “net controllable conserved
water” that was achieved through efforts to reduce irrigation diversions into

Central’s system.

-- The board approved purchase of a sport utility vehicle and five pickups from
Janssen and Sons Ford of Holdrege; and 2 sedans, four pickups, and a used passenger
van from Platte Valley Auto of Lexington. The board also approved purchase of a 10-
yd. dump truck from Nebraska Truck & Equipment in Lexington, and a used

hydraulic excavator from Nebraska Machinery of Doniphan.

-- Civil engineer Cory Steinke reported that snowpack accumulation in the Upper
North Platte River Basin is currently 79 percent of normal, 66 percent in the Lower
North Platte Basin, and 73 percent in the South Platte Basin. Lake McConaughy is at
elevation 3241.2 feet and a volume of 1,113,800 acre-feet (64 percent of capacity).
Recent inflows have been about 1,000 cubic feet per second, or 86 percent of

normal.
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News Release

(HOLDREGE, Neb.) -- The Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District’s FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
board of directors approved a motion at Monday’s monthly meeting to enter into an March 4, 2013
agreement with an engineering firm to conduct the second phase of a study of the Contact: Jeff Buettner

“mound” of water beneath and adjacent to Central’s service area. Public Relations Coordinator

Office: (308) 995-8601
The study by EA Engineering, Science and Technology, Inc., is intended to produce a Cell: (308) 991-3228

better and broader understanding of the groundwater supply in the area that has E-mail: jbuettner@cnppid.com
developed because of operations of Central’s hydro-irrigation project; to provide an
understanding of the temporal and spatial changes in the mound; and to identify

factors affecting the mound.

“We have good data to feed into the study,” said Natural Resources Manager Mike
Drain. “We have been monitoring various aspects of the mound for many years,
including surface water deliveries, groundwater levels, drainage ditches, tile drains,
groundwater change maps produced by other entities and more. We have long
adhered to the saying, ‘If you can’t measure it, you can’t manage it,’ in regard to

water supplies.”

Drain said the study will provide greater focus on recent and ongoing changes that
affect the mound. Over the years, he said, on-farm conservation and improvements
in irrigation efficiency have resulted in a lower demand for water diversions into the
area. In addition, drought cycles and increased pumping are factors that also

influence the amount of available water in the mound.

The study will also produce more detailed and focused data on the mound than what
is currently available, particularly how the mound has reacted to various factors

that have become more prevalent since 2000.

“The study will better enable us to understand what’s taking place now, not just the
historical aspects of the mound. That helps lead to a broader understanding of our
water resources, which will improve project operations as well as integrated

management of those resources.”

The study’s scope will include compilation of existing data; an estimate of the
volume of water in the mound; an evaluation of the shape and movement of the
mound; a determination of sub-areas within the mound; and development of an

annual water balance.

“We have spent a lot of money over the years to improve the District’s facilities and
operations,” said Director Robert Garrett of Minden. “We need to protect the
economy of this area and the viability of our irrigators’ water supply and | think that

conducting this study is an important part of that effort.”
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offer to the program a volume of water identified as “net controllable conserved
water” that was achieved through efforts to reduce irrigation diversions into
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Janssen and Sons Ford of Holdrege; and 2 sedans, four pickups, and a used passenger
van from Platte Valley Auto of Lexington. The board also approved purchase of a 10-
yd. dump truck from Nebraska Truck & Equipment in Lexington, and a used

hydraulic excavator from Nebraska Machinery of Doniphan.

-- Civil engineer Cory Steinke reported that snowpack accumulation in the Upper
North Platte River Basin is currently 79 percent of normal, 66 percent in the Lower
North Platte Basin, and 73 percent in the South Platte Basin. Lake McConaughy is at
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